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72nd Annual Meeting of the College on Problems of Drug Dependence

June 12–17
Scottsdale, Arizona 

Contact: http://www.cpdd.vcu.edu/Pages/Meetings/FutureMeet.html
41st Annual New England School of Addiction Studies 
June 14-17, 2010
Colchester, Vermont 
Contact: http://www.neias.org/
Western Conference on Behavioral Health & Addictive Disorders 
June 17-19, 2010
Newport Beach, California 
Contact: www.usjt.com
Would you like to see your conference listed free-of-charge in this newsletter? Contact us at http://www.randallwebber.com
888-CANYONS
News from the World of Addiction Science
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SPECIAL  ALERT

May 11, 2010
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The federal Drug Enforcement Administration (http://www.justice.gov/dea/index.htm) and various media sources have reported that the appetite suppressant sibutramine has been found in “herbal supplements” and “diet aids” sold through the Internet. Sibutramine is a schedule IV substance sold by Abbott Laboratories under the brand name Merida.  The products sold through the Internet are not manufactured by Abbott and are illegal because they contain illicit sibutramine, and may be particularly dangerous since they contain varying amounts of that drug at levels that could pose significant risk to consumers.  A partial list of the substances in question can be found at http://llnw.image.cbslocal.com/27/2010/05/11/original/DietPills.jpg?cachebuster=kHzmm and technical information concerning sibutramine is available through the Medline website sponsored by the National Library of Medicine and the National Institutes of Health (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/).
Read more on this article at www.randallwebber.com. 

Click on “Addiction Science News”.

 Prenatal Exposure to Methamphetamine May Produce Cognitive Problems in Children and Adolescents

Is well documented that prenatal exposure to alcohol can result in the negative outcomes generally known as Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) and Fetal Alcohol Exposure (FAE). It has also been demonstrated that prenatal methamphetamine exposure can produce changes in certain brain regions, and that such changes are related to poor performance on tasks that require attention and verbal memory. Now research conducted at the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) has indicated that children and adolescents who are prenatally exposed to both methamphetamine and alcohol have more severe brain damage than those exposed to methamphetamine or alcohol alone. 

Three groups of 5-15 year-olds were examined by the research team: those who had experienced prenatally exposure to 1) methamphetamine and alcohol, 2) alcohol only  or 

3) no exposure to either drug. Both “exposure” groups had brain abnormalities, but the group with exposure to both drugs exhibited worse abnormalities than those exposed to alcohol alone. The damage was in a structure known as the striatum which plays a major role in cognitive function (thinking, memory, attention, reading and writing).   

The Use of Naltrexone in Treating Heroin Dependence: Oral Vs. Depot (implanted) type

The opiate antagonists are substances that block or reverse the effects of opiates such as heroin, oxycodone ("OxyContin”, Percodan) and hydrocodone (Vicodin). One of these, naloxone (Narcan), is used primarily to treat opiate overdoses. An injection of naloxone can quickly reverse the effects (e.g., respiratory arrest) of heroin or another opiate, often saving the patient’s life. Its effects are short-lived, however. An antagonist with a longer duration of action, naltrexone, is more useful than naloxone in treating heroin dependence. Used as an adjunct to counseling, naltrexone can decrease the potential for relapse.

In a recent study, oral naltrexone was compared to a depot (implanted) form of the drug in order to determine one type was more effective in preventing heroin relapse. Fewer clients on the depot version relapsed over a six-month period, and those who did relapse did so after a longer period of sobriety. 
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Toxic Anti-Parasite Drug Found in Cocaine Samples: 

A Risk Factor for Cocaine Users?

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) has issued a public health alert indicating that a significant amount of illicit cocaine may be adulterated with levamisole, an anti-parasitic drug used by veterinarians. Its use with humans in the U.S. as a colon cancer treatment medication has been limited since 2005 due to the occurrence of serious side effects in some patients, including rare instances of agranulocytosis, a disorder that leaves individuals vulnerable to rapidly developing, life-threatening infections. 

Despite the alert from SAMHSA, which suggests a link between adulterated cocaine and agranulocytosis, there is little if any support in the medical literature for this link.  Nonetheless, it is advisable to notify clients in substance disorder treatment as well as individuals targeted for selective and indicated prevention initiatives of the possibility of serious medical complications associated with levamisole-tainted cocaine. 
Read more on these articles and more at www.randallwebber.com. 

Click on “Addiction Science News”.

Internet Links

Each month, we provide a new list of Internet links in addition to those important to readers from Illinois, our home state. Here are this month’s links:

COMMUNITY RESOURCE PROGRAMS

Parents: The Anti-Drug http://www.theantidrug.com/
Partnership for a Drug-Free America http://www.drugfree.org/
The National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Colombia University http://www.casacolumbia.org/templates/Home.aspx?articleid=287&zoneid=32
LOS SITIOS WEB DE LA LENGUA ESPAŇOLA (Spanish Language Sites)

LaAntiDroga http://laantidroga.com
Instituto Nacional en la Drogadicción/Sección de la Lengua Española http://www.drugabuse.gov/nidaespanol.html
La Administración para Los Servicios del Abuso de Sustancia y de La Salud Mental/Publicaciones de la Lengua Española http://ncadistore.samhsa.gov/catalog/resultslang.aspx?h=publications&topic=2&language=Spanish
NATIONAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT LOCATOR

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Treatment Locator
http://findtreatment.samhsa.gov/
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND CERTIFICATION BODIES
Illinois Alcoholism and Other Drug Abuse Professionals Certification Association
http://www.iaodapca.org
Illinois Alcoholism and Drug Dependence Association http://www.iadda.org
NAADAC-The Association for Addiction Professionals http://www.naadac.org
Employee Assistance Society of North American http://www.easna.org/
RECOVERY MANAGEMENT RESOURCES
http://www.bhrm.org/
http://www.attcnetwork.org/learn/topics/rosc/docs/RecMgmt.pdf 

STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES

National Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug Information http://ncadi.samhsa.gov
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism  http://www.niaaa.gov
Illinois Department of Human Services, Division of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse

www.dhs.dasa.il.us.gov
SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND DEPENDENCE PREVENTION PROGRAMS

Prevention First http://www.prevention.org
Operation Snowball & The Illinois Teen Institute http://www.os-iti.org/
To Find More Links to Substance Use Disorder Resources, Visit Us at www.randallwebber.com and Click on “Links”
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� The word “opiates” refers to both substances directly derived from opium and those created from those substances. The term “opioids” refers to synthetic narcotics such as hydrocodone (Vicodin) and oxycodone (OxyContin, Percodan). In this article the term opiate will refers to all narcotic substances regardless of their origin.


� Substances with abuse and dependence potential, including both prescription and “street” drugs such as heroin and PCP.
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